
Henry Rabensburg 

An Early Citizen of Floresville, Texas 

The following information was transmitted to Shirley Grammer by Neale Rabensburg. 

Henry Rabensburg was born in Bastrop, Bastrop County in 1864 and would have been on 26 
years old at the time of his death.  He was married in 1886 in Fayette County to Wilhelmina 
Ehlinger.  Three children were born to this marriage. The first two died as infants. The third, 
Newton Joseph Rabensburg, was born August 22, 1889 in Floresville.  Henry moved to 
Floresville and set himself up in the leather and harness making business. He purchased two 
Floresville town tracts in 1886 with one of these fronting on the west side of the town square 
where it is assumed that he placed his business. Henry purchased three more land tracts in 
1888 with one of these being another plot on the town square adjacent ot his shop.  In a 
Floresville business publication, Henry B. Rabensburg was listed among the leaders of the 
Floresville community for the years 1890-91. However, Henry was not able to see the year 1891 
since he was killed on November 26, 1890. 

Abruptly in the spring of 1890, Henry and his wife began to sell of their property in Floresville 
and indicated their new address on one of the deeds as Bexar County.  By October 7, 1890, 
Henry had sold all six tracts of land in Floresville. The following month he would be dead, but 
apparently killed in Wilson County and not, Bexar County. 

The Bastrop Advertiser, November 29, 1890, made note of Henry Rabensburg’s death as 
follows: 

“Henry Rabensburg Killed By a Boy” 

Telegrams from Floresville state that Henry B. Rabensburg, 
brother of Ed and George Rabensburg of Bastrop, was killed at 
Newton Brother’s ranch, near Brockenridge, Wednesday evening, 
by Tom Cooper, a 17 year old boy.  Our account says that “Young 
Cooper had accidentally poured hot water on Rabensburg’s head 
while they were cleaning hogs and Rabensburg threatened to kill 
Cooper with a knife, that he ran Cooper away from the house with 
a Winchester rifle. Cooper ventured back and Rabensburg again 
started for his gun, when Cooper picked up a shot gun and shot 
him down. Cooper went to Floresville and surrendered to the 
sheriff.”  Another account says: “Cooper and Rabensburg engaged 
in a dispute Tuesday evening over the value of a saddle. 
Rabensburg became infuriated and would have killed Cooper with 
a butcher knife but for the interference of friends. Cooper then 
left the house, but Rabensburg swore he would kill the boy on 
sight. Wednesday evening about 4 o’clock, Cooper returned and 



the row was resumed, resulting in the shooting and instant killing 
of Rabensburg.  Cooper immediately went to Floresville and 
surrendered to sheriff Seale of the county.  Cooper is about 
sixteen years old, and eye witnesses say he was perfectly 
justifiable.” 

The dispatch says that “there is a case pending in the district court in San Antonio, against 
Henry, for the killing of Dr. Fonts a year ago and another against him in Karnes County for 
assault with intent to kill Dr. Layton several months ago. 

Neale Rabensburg is researching his family history and is trying to find the grave of his ancestor Henry Rabensburg.  
He has been communicating with Shirley Grammer and she is requesting help in attempting to locate his grave site 
or any additional information regarding the family.  Should anybody have any information regarding the 
Rabensburg family or the location of the Newton Brother’s Ranch in Wilson County, please  share it with Shirley 
Grammer 830.947.3176  1/03  


