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I’m sure we all have certain memories of
Halloween. What memories do you have? I
remember the smell. I still cannot
pinpoint it. Maybe it was almost every
house with fresh, carved pumpkins with
burning candles in them? Or was it
something else? Oh, and who started the
tradition of carving pumpkins? And When
How about some of the other things we
associate with Halloween? Ghosts?
Costumes? Tricks or treats? Did you know
that the tradition of giving out mostly
candy is a “recent” tradition? Check out
some of the history of Halloween at this
Library of Congress blog:
https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes
/2021/10/the-origins-of-halloween-
traditions/ 

Halloween
by Anthony Delgado
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The Jailhouse Museum’s Grand Re-Opening was held on Saturday,
September 30th with more than 100 attending the opening ceremony. City
and County officials attended the event as well as a group of former Wilson
County Sheriffs’ descendants.

The Wilson County Historical Society has been conducting a fundraiser to
help raise funds for the jailhouse renovation by selling engraved brick
pavers. The more than 130 pavers were installed where they graced and
greeted the attendees at the entrance to the historic Jailhouse Museum. 

All of the individuals involved with restoring the museum are to be
commended for a job well done. The well-attended event could not have
happened without the sweat, sore muscles, aching bones, and late nights
by  Tara and Ryan Lee, Doug Fehse and his crew members, Clarence Ehlers,
Eileen and Steve Anderson, Viola Henke, Neila Hopkins, and the countless
volunteers and donors who gave of themselves to make this day a reality. 

The renovation efforts are not yet complete. So please continue to give so
we can put a bow on this monumental project and call it done. 

Wilson County Jailhouse Museum 
Grand Re-Opening

Picture by Hannah Dugi
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Guilty? Not Guilty?
W h i l e  r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  l i f e  o f  T e x a s  R a n g e r  R o y a l  W a d e  L o r e n z  o f
S t o c k d a l e  I  r a n  a c r o s s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  h i s  m u r d e r  a n d  t h e  t r i a l  o f  t h e
s h o o t e r  a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ’ s  F l o r e s v i l l e  C h r o n i c a l  J o u r n a l .  

O n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  1 9 3 0 ,  j u s t  t w o  d a y s  a f t e r  L o r e n z ’ s  3 5 t h
b i r t h d a y ,  L o r e n z  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  h o m e  o f  R . W .  S e l l s  w h i c h  i s  j u s t
o u t s i d e  t h e  C i t y  o f  S t o c k d a l e .  M r s .  L o r e n z  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e r  h u s b a n d  l e f t
t h a t  m o r n i n g  h e a d i n g  t o  t h e  S e l l s  p r o p e r t y  n e v e r  t o  r e t u r n  a l i v e .   D e p u t y
S h e r i f f  D i o n i c i o  J .  A c o s t a ,  a l s o  a  f o r m e r  T e x a s  R a n g e r  w a s  s u m m o n s  b y
t e l e p h o n e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a  s h o o t i n g  a t  t h e  S e l l s  p r o p e r t y .  U p o n  a r r i v a l
A c o s t a  f o u n d  t h e  b o d y  o f  f e l l o w  r a n g e r  L o r e n z  w i t h  t w o  b u l l e t s  i n  h i s
c h e s t  a n d  2  b u l l e t s  i n  h i s  b a c k .

S h o o t e r  D r .  C . W .  B u t l e r  o f  C r o c k e t ,  T e x a s  s u r r e n d e r e d  a t  t h e  s c e n e  o f
t h e  c r i m e  a n d  w a s  t a k e n  i n t o  c u s t o d y  w i t h  n o  t r o u b l e .  D r .  B u t l e r  w a s
l a t e r  r e l e a s e d  a f t e r  p o s t i n g  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  b o n d  a n d  e n t e r i n g  h i s  p l e a  o f  n o t
g u i l t y  b e c a u s e  “ a l l  s h o t s  f i r e d  w e r e  i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e  w h e n  L o r e n z e  m a d e  a
m o v e  a s  t h o u g h  h e  w a s  d r a w i n g  a  w e a p o n . ”

T e s t i m o n y  f r o m  w i t n e s s e s  a n d  f a m i l y  f r i e n d s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  L o r e n z  w a s
s h o w i n g  i m p r o p e r  a t t e n t i o n  t o w a r d  M r s .  B u t l e r  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  I n
s w o r n  s t a t e m e n t s  “ M r .  L o r e n z  a n d  M r s .  B u t l e r  m e t  c a s u a l l y  o n e  o r  t w o
t i m e s  a b o u t  t w o  o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o ;  a g a i n ,  w h e n  t h e y  m e t  u p  a t  a  s t o r e
i n  K o s c i u s k o  a n d  f o r  a  t h i r d  t i m e  a l o n g  t h e  S t o c k d a l e - S a n  A n t o n i o  R o a d . ”
D r .  B u t l e r  a n d  M r s .  M a u d e  S e l l s  B u t l e r  h a d  b e e n  m a r r i e d  1 2  y e a r s  a t  t h e
t i m e  o f  t h e  s h o o t i n g .  

T h i s  c o u r t  c a s e  a t t r a c t e d  s t a t e - w i d e  a t t e n t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s
i n v o l v e d .  L o r e n z  b e i n g  a  f o r m e r  T e x a s  R a n g e r  u n d e r  t h e  f a m o u s  C a p t .
W i l l  W r i g h t  a n d  l a t e r  a  d e p u t y  s h e r i f f  o f  W i l s o n  C o u n t y .  D r .  B u t l e r  a t  t h e
t i m e  w a s  t h e  M e d i c a l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  P r i s o n .  
A s  t h e  s t o r y  p l a y s  o u t  i n  c o u r t ,  M r s .  B u t l e r  t e l e p h o n e d  L o r e n z  j u s t
b e f o r e  b r e a k f a s t  o n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  F e b r u a r y  1 2 t h .  M r s .  B u t l e r ’ s  b r o t h e r
S a m  S e l l s  w a s  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  s h o o t i n g .  S e l l s  w a s  o u t s i d e  t r y i n g  t o
c o n t r o l  t h e  d o g s  w h e n  h e  s a w  D r .  B u t l e r  m e e t  L o r e n z  a t  h i s  c a r  a s
L o r e n z  d r o v e  u p  t o  t h e  h o u s e .  W o r d s  w e r e  e x c h a n g e d  a n d  D r .  B u t l e r
c a s u a l l y  w a l k e d  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  h o u s e  o n l y  t o  r e t u r n  w i t h  a  p i s t o l .  M r .
S e l l s ,  t e s t i m o n y  c o n t i n u e d  a s  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  “ L o r e n z  w a s  b a c k i n g  a w a y
w i t h  a  4 5  p i s t o l  i n  h i s  r i g h t  h a n d  a n d  h i s  a r m s  w e r e  r a i s e d  w h e n  B u t l e r
s t a r t e d  f i r i n g . ”  

By Nicki Stohr
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A c o s t a  t e s t i f i e d  i n  o p e n  c o u r t  h e  w a s  t e l e p h o n e d  f r o m  t h e  S e l l s  h o m e
t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  s h o o t i n g  a n d  h e  a r r i v e d  o n e  t o  o n e  a n d  a  h a l f
h o u r s  l a t e r .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  L o r e n z ’ s  b o d y  w a s  f o u n d  f a c e  u p  w i t h  t h e  f o u r
b u l l e t s  i n  h i s  b o d y .  L o r e n z ’ s  p i s t o l  w a s  c o c k e d  a n d  h a d  n o t  b e e n  f i r e d .
D r ,  B u t l e r ’ s  g u n  w a s  m i s s i n g  6  b u l l e t s .

T h e r e  w a s  a  t o t a l  o f  o v e r  2 5 0  w i t n e s s e s  s u b p o e n a e d  w i t h  1 5 0  i n d i v i d u a l s
o f  t h i s  g r o u p  f r o m  t h e  C r o c k e t t  o r  H o u s t o n  a r e a  a s  c h a r a c t e r  w i t n e s s e s
f o r  D r .  B u t l e r .  A  j u r y  p o o l  o f  1 5 0  m e n  w e r e  s u m m o n e d .  I n  t h e  e n d  t h e  j u r y
c o m p r i s e d  o f  a l l  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  f a r m e r s .   
O n  N o v e m b e r  1 3 ,  1 9 3 0 ,  a t  3 : 3 0  p m  t h e  c a s e  w a s  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  j u r y
f o r  a  d e c i s i o n .  J u d g e  W .  O .  M u r r a y  i n  h i s  c h a r g i n g  o f  t h e  j u r y  m a d e  t h i s
s t a t e m e n t ,  “ I f  t h e  j u r y  f i n d s  D r .  B u t l e r  f i r e d  i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e  t h e  v e r d i c t
m u s t  b e  n o t  g u i l t y ,  H o w e v e r ,  i f  t h e  j u r y  f i n d s  t h a t  D r .  B u t l e r  s o u g h t  a
m e e t i n g  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  k i l l i n g ,  t h e  s e l f - d e n s e  c l a i m  d o e s  n o t  h o l d . ”
A t  7 : 4 0  p m  t h a t  s a m e  d a y  t h e  c o u r t  r e s u m e d  f o r  t h e  v e r d i c t .
T h e  v e r d i c t  w a s  r e a d  b y  D i s t r i c t  C l e r k  N .  R .  d e  l a  Z e r d a  t o  a  p e r f e c t l y
s i l e n t  r o o m ,  “ W e  t h e  j u r y  f i n d  t h e  d e f e n d a n t  n o t  g u i l t y . ”
S o ,  I  a s k  y o u  i f  y o u  w e r e  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h i s  1 9 3 0 ’ s  j u r y  p a n e l  w o u l d  y o u
v o t e  g u i l t y  o r  n o t  g u i l t y ?

S o u r c e s
•  R .  W .  L o r e n z  o f  S t o c k d a l e  K i l l e d  W e d n e s d a y  A M :  B o d y  F o u n d  N e a r  R . S .  S e l l s  H o m e  1 8
M i l e s  E a s t  o f  H e r e .  D r .  C .  W .  B u t l e r  o f  C r o c k e t t  B e i n g  H e l d .   F l o r e s v i l l e  C h r o n i c l e
J o u r n a l ,  F e b r u a r y  1 4 ,  1 9 3 0 .
•  D r .  C . W .  B u t l e r  G r a n t e d  B a i l  i n  S l a y i n g  C h a r g e .  F l o r e s v i l l e  C h r o n i c l e  J o u r n a l ,  F e b r u a r y
2 1 ,  1 9 3 0 .
•  G r a n d  J u r y  A d j o u r n e d  W e d n e s d a y :  R e t u r n  F o r t y - O n e  B i l l s :  B u t l e r  M u r d e r  C a s e  S e t  f o r
T r a i l  T u e s d a y ,  M a y  6 t h .   F l o r e s v i l l e  C h r o n i c l e  J o u r n a l ,  A p r i l  1 8 ,  1 9 3 0 .
•  B u t l e r  M u r d e r  C a s e  C o n t i n u e d  U n t i l  N o v e m b e r  T e r m  o f  C o u r t :  I l l n e s s  o f  D e f e n d a n t  i n
H o u s t o n  H o s p i t a l  C a u s e s  P r e p o n e m e n t .  C o u r t r o o m  C r o w d e d  a t  O p e n i n g  T r i a l .  M a n y  O u t
o f  T o w n  W i t n e s s e s  P r e s e n t :  C a s e  S e t  f o r  T r i a l  b y  J u d g e  M u r r a y  f o r  N o v e m b e r  1 0 t h .
F l o r e s v i l l e  C h r o n i c l e  J o u r n a l ,  M a y  9 ,  1 9 3 0 .
•   B u t l e r  M u r d e r  C a s e  G o e s  t o  T r i a l  H e r e  M o n d a y  M o r n i n g :  C r o c k e t t  P h y s i c i a n  i s  C h a r g e d
w i t h  t h e  K i l l i n g  o f  R . W .  L o r e n z  o f  S t o c k d a l e  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  1 9 3 0 .  S e l e c t i o n  o f  J u r y
C o m p l e t e d  W e d n e s d a y  A f t e r n o o n .  E x a m i n i n g  o f  W i t n e s s e s  B e g a n  Y e s t e r d a y .  F l o r e s v i l l e
C h r o n i c l e  J o u r n a l ,  N o v e m b e r  1 4 ,  1 9 3 0 .
•  V e r d i c t  o f  N o t  G u i l t y  R e n d e r e d  i n  B u t l e r  M u r d e r  T r i a l  H e r e :  J u d g e  F r e e s  S t a t e  M e d i c a l
S u p e r v i s o r  A f t e r  F o u r  a n d  H a l f  H o u r  S e s s i o n .  O n e  o f  M o s t  B i t t e r l y  C o n t e s t e d  T r i a l s  i n
H i s t o r y  o f  L o c a l  C o u r t .  F l o r e s v i l l e  C h r o n i c l e  J o u r n a l ,  N o v e m b e r  2 1 ,  1 9 3 0 .



November Opry
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October’s Meeting Program

J o s é  ( J o e )  L .  G o n z á l e z ,  A F S C ,  M E d ,  i s  a  n a t i v e  E l  P a s o a n  w h o  r e l o c a t e d  t o  S a n
A n t o n i o  i n  2 0 0 3 .   H e  e a r n e d  a  B A  i n  H i s t o r y  ( ’ 7 0 )  a n d ,  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  a s  a n  E l  P a s o
C o u n t y  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r ,  h e  e a r n e d  h i s  M a s t e r s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  ( ’ 7 4 ) ,  b o t h
f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s  a t  E l  P a s o .   H e  h a s  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h e
h i g h  s c h o o l ,  c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e  a n d  u n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l s - - t h e  l a s t  t w o  a s  a n  a d j u n c t
i n s t r u c t o r - - a n d  r e t i r e d  a s  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  i n  S a n  A n t o n i o  i n  2 0 1 3 .   A
l i v i n g  h i s t o r i a n  &  r e e n a c t o r  f o r  o v e r  2 5  y e a r s ,  h e  h a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  U . S .  C i v i l  W a r ,
I n d i a n  W a r s ,  a n d  S p a n i s h  C o l o n i a l  E r a s .  H e  i s  t r a i n e d  a n d  c e r t i f i e d  a s  a n
a r t i l l e r i s t  a s  w e l l  a s  a  l i v i n g  h i s t o r y  d o c e n t  a t  b o t h  t h e  A l a m o  a n d  G o l i a d  S t a t e
P a r k ' s  M i s s i o n  E s p í r i t u  S a n t o .  

H e  i s  a  p a s t  m e m b e r  &  o f f i c e r  o f  s e v e r a l  h i s t o r i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  i n
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 7  h e  &  h i s  w i f e  j o i n e d  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  S a n  A n t o n i o  F o u n d i n g
C h a p t e r  o f  t h e  O r d e r  o f  G r a n a d e r o s  y  D a m a s  d e  G á l v e z .  H e  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  t h e
C h a i r  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  a s  t h e  C h a p t e r ' s  C h a p l a i n ,  t h e  v e r y
p e r s o n a  h e  p o r t r a y s  w h i l e  i n  p e r i o d  a t t i r e  a t  e v e n t s  f e a t u r i n g  t h e  c h a p t e r ' s
u n i f o r m e d  G r a n a d e r o s ,  M i l i t i a m e n ,  a n d  F i f e  &  D r u m  C o r p s .   I n  J a n u a r y  o f  2 0 2 3  h e
a s s u m e d  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  G o v e r n o r  o r  t h e  S a n  A n t o n i o  C h a p t e r .   W h e n  n o t  b u s y  w i t h
h i s  g r a n d k i d s  a n d  t h e i r  n u m e r o u s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  d a y s  a r e  f o c u s e d  o n
c h u r c h  m i n i s t r i e s ,  l i v i n g  h i s t o r y  c o m m i t m e n t s ,  r e a d i n g ,  r e s e a r c h i n g ,  a n d  w r i t i n g .   
I n  2 0 2 2 ,  h e  s e l f - p u b l i s h e d  a  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  a r t i c l e s  i n t o  a  b o o k  t i t l e d  “ T h e  S o n s
o f  S t .  F r a n c i s  y  L a s  M i s i o n e s  F r a n c i s c a n a s  e n  N u e v a  E s p a ñ a , ”  w h i c h  h e  h o p e s  t o
e n h a n c e  w i t h  n e w  a r t i c l e s  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  a s  a  r e v i s e d  e d i t i o n .



Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page
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Wilson
County
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Official

Records Site?

https://wilson.tx.publicsearch.us/
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Email us to enter your name into a special drawing. The
winner will be announced at our next meeting.
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Floresville Opry Lineup
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Thanks to all who purchased their brick. The first bricks have been installed
and they look great! If you have not seen them yet, make sure to visit the
Jailhouse Museum soon. 

Oh, you have not purchased yours yet?

You can purchase a 4x8 brick paver for $100 and you have three lines of 20
characters to tell your generational grandchildren to come that you were here
and contributed to saving this historic landmark. You can contact Neila
Hopkins or Viola Henke for purchase information.  
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Submit your newsletter articles not later than the
5th of each month. Please send them via email to
info@wilsoncountyhistory.org in MS-Word format.
If sending pictures, please send them separate
from the article and provide description of the
picture(s). When taken, the location, and name of
persons, if applicable, in the picture.


