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Congratulations and "hooray" to Maurine
Liles and the late Gene Maeckel for their
extensive research regarding Mission San
Juan's Rancho Pataguilla. The fifty-one page
report, used as part of the Texas Historical
Commission Historical Marker application,
has resulted in Maurine's marker
application being approved. 

The plan is to have the marker installed
alongside the Lodi marker and the de la
Zerda Cemetery marker near Peach and
Goliad streets.

We expect the dedication to occur in late
2024. 

Rancho Pataguilla
by Anthony Delgado

M E M O R I E S
R E C O U N T E D

COUNTY CLERK QUIZ

BUY YOUR BRICK 

BATTLE OF MEDINA

FLORESVILLE OPRY

WESTERN SHINDIG
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Jailhouse

Museum

Update

T h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m u s e u m  i s  c l o s e  t o  b e i n g  f i n i s h e d ! ! !   T h e  l a s t  m a j o r  i t e m s  a r e  t h e
w i n d o w s  i n  t h e  j a i l  a r e a  w h i c h  n e e d  t o  b e  r e m o v e d  a n d  r e c o n s t r u c t e d .   T h i s  w i l l  t a k e
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 8 0 k .   

W e  s t a r t e d  m o v i n g  i t e m s  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  m u s e u m .  T h e  m u s e u m  i s  s t i l l  o p e n  o n  t h e  2 n d  S a t  o f
e v e r y  m o n t h  f r o m  1 0 a m  t o  2 p m .

O u r  A u g u s t  p a r a n o r m a l  t o u r s  a r e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  A u g u s t  1 1 ,  1 2 ,  a n d  2 6 t h .  V i s i t
h t t p s : / / w w w . e v e n t b r i t e . c o m / c c / w i l s o n - c o u n t y - j a i l h o u s e - p a r a n o r m a l - t o u r s - a n d - m o r e - 1 8 9 4 1 0 9
t o  p u r c h a s e  t i c k e t s .

V o l u n t e e r s  n e e d e d :  
-  W e  a r e  p l a n n i n g  G r a n d  R e - O p e n i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  l a s t  w e e k e n d  i n  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  w i l l  n e e d  a
f e w  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  h e l p  o u t .   W i t h  t h i s ,  w e  w a n t  o u r  f i r s t  s p e c i a l  e x h i b i t  t o  b e  a r o u n d  t h e
P e a n u t  F e s t i v a l .   I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  m e m o r a b i l i a  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  l o a n  t o  t h e  m u s e u m  f o r
d i s p l a y  t h e n  l e t  m e  k n o w .   M o r e  d e t a i l s  w i l l  c o m e  o u t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k s  a b o u t  t h i s  e v e n t .

-  P e a n u t  F e s t i v a l  -   W e  p l a n  o n  h a v i n g  s o m e o n e  i n  e a c h  r o o m / a r e a  t o  g r e e t  g u e s t s  a n d
a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .   W e  w i l l  b e  o p e n  a f t e r  t h e  p a r a d e  u n t i l  4  o r  5 .   

P l e a s e  e m a i l ,  t e x t  o r  c a l l  T a r a  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  t w o  v o l u n t e e r
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a b o v e .   A n y  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e  y o u  c a n  p r o v i d e  i s  h e l p f u l ,  e v e n  i f  n o t  f o r  t h e  f u l l
a m o u n t  o f  t i m e .  ( w c j a i l h o u s e m u s e u m @ g m a i l . c o m ,  2 1 0 / 8 4 3 / 1 0 0 2 )

by Tara Lee

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/wilson-county-jailhouse-paranormal-tours-and-more-1894109
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M y  p a r e n t s ,  m y  o l d e r  b r o t h e r ,  M a r v i n  a n d  I  m o v e d  t o  F l o r e s v i l l e  i n  1 9 4 1 .  T h e
a d d r e s s  w a s  1 3 0 8  F  S t r e e t ,  n o w  t h a t  h o u s e  i s  n o  l o n g e r  t h e r e .  A n y w a y ,  m y  f a t h e r
h a d  g o n e  t o  w o r k ,  m y  b r o t h e r  g o n e  t o  G r a m m a r  S c h o o l ,  a n d  m y  m o t h e r  s t a r t i n g
w a s h i n g  c l o t h e s .  T h a t  u s u a l l y  t a k e s  h e r  a l l  d a y  t o  w a s h ,  t h e n  h a n g  c l o t h e s  o n  t h e
l i n e s .  I  w a s  f i v e  y e a r s  o l d ,  a n d  I  a s k e d  M a m a  i f  I  c o u l d  g o  t o  n e i g h b o r ’ s  h o u s e
w h i c h  w a s  n e x t  d o o r  t o  u s .  I  w a n t e d  t o  g o  o v e r  t h e r e  t o  p l a y  w i t h  W a l t e r  P a u l
B u t l e r  a s  h e  a n d  I  w e r e  s a m e  a g e s .  S h e  s a i d  y e s ,  s o  I  w a l k e d  o v e r  t h e r e ,  w e n t  t o
b a c k  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  k n o c k e d  o n  t h e  d o o r .  T u r n s  o u t  t h a t  n o  o n e  w a s  a t  h o m e .
 
I n s t e a d  o f  g o i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  h o u s e ,  I  w a l k e d  t o w a r d  T h i r d  S t r e e t  f r o m  F  S t r e e t .
T h e n ,  h e a d  t o  d o w n t o w n ,  w e n t  t o  C  S t r e e t  t o  I .  D .  F l o r e s  D r u g  S t o r e ,  n o w  T r a i l
R i d e r ’ s  S t e a k  H o u s e .  I  s t i l l  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  I  m a n a g e d  t o  w a l k e d  t h a t  f a r .  M a y b e
t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  m y  f e e t  s t i l l  s o r e  o f  t o d a y .  A n d ,  I  k n e w  w h e r e  t h a t  p l a c e  w a s  a s
o u r  f a m i l y  d o c t o r ,  D r .  C .  W .  A r c h e r ' s  o f f i c e  w a s  u p s t a i r s  i n  t h a t  d r u g  s t o r e .  A n d ,
k n e w  t h a t  t h e y  h a s  c a n d i e s  t h e r e  i n  d r u g  s t o r e  a s  w e l l .  I  w a l k e d  u p  t o  t h e
c o u n t e r  a n d  l o o k e d  i n s i d e  t o  s e e  a l l  k i n d s  o f  c a n d i e s .  T h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  D r u g
S t o r e ,  M r .  F l o r e s ,  S r .  a s k e d  w h a t  I  w a n t  s o  I  p o i n t e d  t h e  l o l l i p o p .  H e  r e a c h e d  i n
a n d  h a n d  i t  t o  m e .  I  t o o k  i t  a n d  w a l k e d  o u t  w i t h o u t  p a y i n g  f o r  t h e  c a n d y .  N o w ,
r e m e m b e r ,  I  w a s  a r o u n d  5  y e a r s  o l d  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  L a t e r ,  I  h a d  l e a r n e d  t h a t  M r .
F l o r e s  a s k e d  s o m e o n e ,  “ W h o  w a s  t h a t  l i t t l e  g i r l ? ”  a n d  s o m e o n e  s a i d ,  “ O h ,  t h a t ' s
A f t o n ' s  d a u g h t e r ! ”  E v e r y b o d y  k n e w  m y  f a t h e r  a s  h e  w a s  a  t r u c k  d r i v e r  o f  G r a f
T r u c k  L i n e  f o r  y e a r s ,  d e l i v e r i e s  f r e i g h t s .

I  a l s o  l e a r n e d  l a t e r  t h a t  I  w a l k e d  r i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t ,  l i c k i n g  m y
l o l l i p o p .  P e o p l e  w e r e  b l o w i n g  t h e i r  h o r n s ,  t r i e d  t o  g e t  m e  o f f  t h e  s t r e e t .  B u t ,  I
j u s t  t u r n e d  a r o u n d  a n d  w a v e d  a t  t h e m .  I  k e p t  o n  w a l k i n g  ( t w o  b l o c k s )  a l l  t h e  w a y
t o  s c h o o l  w h e r e  m y  b r o t h e r  w a s .  T h e  s c h o o l  w a s  3  s t o r y  b u i l d i n g ,  c o r n e r  o f  T h i r d
S t r e e t  a n d  A  S t r e e t ,  n o  l o n g e r  t h e r e .  I  w e n t  i n t o  h i s  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  t h e  f o u r t h
g r a d e  t e a c h e r  w a s  M s .  M a y .  M s .  M a y  h a d  m y  b r o t h e r  t o  t a k e  m e  h o m e  a s  I
d i s t u r b e d  t h e  c l a s s .

Memories Recounted
by M.C. Forister
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W e  w a l k e d  h o m e  a n d  M a m a  w a s  s t i l l  w a s h i n g  c l o t h e s .  S h e  n o t i c e d  t h e  c a n d y  a n d
a s k e d ,  “ W h e r e  t h a t  c a n d y  c o m e s  f r o m ? ”  T h e  n e x t  d a y ,  D a d d y  w e n t  o v e r  t o  I .  D .
F l o r e s  D r u g  S t o r e  a n d  d e l i v e r i e s  s o m e  f r e i g h t  t h e r e .  M r .  F l o r e s  t h e n  t o l d  D a d d y ,
“ A f t o n ,  y o u  o w e  m e  a  p e n n y ! ”  A n d ,  D a d d y  s a i d ,  “ O h ?  S i n c e  w h e n  I  o w e  y o u  a
p e n n y ? ”  M r .  F l o r e s  t h e n  t o l d  h i m  o f  w h a t  I  d i d .  S o ,  D a d d y  r e a c h e d  i n  h i s  p o c k e t
t o  g e t  a  p e n n y .  B u t  M r .  F l o r e s  s m i l e d  a n d  s a i d ,  “ F o r g e t  i t ! ”  T h a n k  G o d  M r .  F l o r e s
d i d n ' t  h a v e  m e  a r r e s t e d  f o r  s t e a l i n g  c a n d y !  M r .  F l o r e s  a n d  h i s  s o n ,  N a s h  F l o r e s
a s  P h a r m a c i s t  w e r e  s u c h  a  s w e e t ,  v e r y  n i c e  g e n t l e m e n  a n d  I  d e a r l y  m i s s e d  t h e m
b o t h .  A b o u t  L o l l i p o p ?  I  d o  n o t  l i k e  l o l l i p o p  a n y m o r e .  G o t  t i r e d  o f  i t ,  I  g u e s s .
 
F e w  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  s c h o o l ,  I  w e n t  t o  F o u r t h  G r a d e  C l a s s ,  a n d  g u e s s  w h o  m y
t e a c h e r  w a s ?  Y e p !  M s .  M a y  a s  m y  F o u r t h  g r a d e  t e a c h e r .  S h e  a l w a y s  k e p t  h e r
y a r d s t i c k  o n  h e r  d e s k  a s  s h e  o f t e n  u s e d  i t  o n  s t u d e n t s  w h e n  t h e y  m i s b e h a v e d  i n
c l a s s .  T h a n k  G o d ,  s h e  n e v e r  u s e  i t  o n  m e .  C o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  M s .  M a y
p a s s e d  a w a y ,  a n d  h e r  b o d y  w a s  l a i d  a t  V i n y a r d  F u n e r a l  H o m e ,  a c r o s s  f r o m
s c h o o l  g r o u n d .  D u r i n g  r e c e s s ,  I ’ v e  d e c i d e d  t o  w a l k  o v e r  t o  t h e  f u n e r a l  h o m e  t o
r e s p e c t  t o  M s .  M a y .  A s  I  w a l k e d  i n  t h e r e ,  I  w a s  s t a r t i n g  s h a k i n g  s o  b a d  a s  t h i s
w a s  m y  f i r s t  t i m e  t o  g o  i n  a l o n e .  A s  I  w a l k e d  t o w a r d  t h e  c a s k e t  s l o w l y ,  I  w a s  s o
s u r e  t h a t  M s .  M a y  w o u l d  j u m p  u p  a n d  y e l l ,  “ W h a t  t h e  h e l l  y o u  d o i n g  i n  h e r e ! ? ”
B u t ,  s h e  d i d n ’ t ,  s o  I  t h e n  l e f t  t h e r e ,  w a l k e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  g r o u n d  a n d  t o l d  4
g i r l s  t h e r e  w h e r e  i  w e n t .  T h e y  t o o ,  w a n t e d  t o  g o  o v e r  t h e r e  b u t  a f r a i d .  I  t o l d
t h e m  I  w i l l  g o  w i t h  t h e m  a s  i t  i s  a l r i g h t .  S o ,  f i v e  o f  u s  w e n t  a n d  t h o s e  g i r l s  w e r e
s u r e  s h a k i n g  s o  b a d  t o o .
 
A b o u t  W a l t e r  P a u l  B u t l e r ,  n o w  a s  D r .  B u t l e r .  A s  y o u  m a y  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  h i s
f a t h e r .  H a r o l d  B u t l e r  u s e d  t o  o w n e d  a n d  r u n  t h e  B u t l e r ' s  D r y  G o o d s  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 ’ s
t o  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 ’ s .  T h e  s t o r e  w a s ,  I  t h i n k ,  b e t w e e n  P o s t  O f f i c e  a n d  A r c a d i a  T h e a t e r
o n  3 r d  S t r e e t ,  a c r o s s  f r o m  t h e  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  C o u r t h o u s e .  B y  t h e  w a y ,  I  f i n a l l y
l o c a t e d  W a l t e r  P a u l  a r o u n d  2 0 0 9 ,  a n d  g o t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  h i m .  H e  m a r r i e d  a n d  h a s
c h i l d r e n .  H e  s e r v e d  a s  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r ,  p r i n c i p a l ,  a  c o l l e g e  f a c u l t y
m e m b e r ,  a n d  a s  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t w o  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  a n d  m a n y  m o r e .  H e  w a s  a
b u s y  m a n .  A n d ,  I  g o t  o n e  o f  h i s  b o o k s  t h a t  h e  w r o t e ,  “ F r o m  L i t t l e  A c o r n s . ”  V e r y
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o o .

I  h a v e  w r i t t e n  s e v e n  g e n e a l o g y  b o o k s  o f  b o t h  m y  p a r e n t s ’  f a m i l y .  A l s o ,  m y  l a s t
b o o k ,  I t  W a s n ’ t  E a s y ! ,  i s  a  s t o r y  a b o u t  m y  l i f e .  I  w a s  b o r n  w i t h  a  b i r t h  d e f e c t
a n d  h a d  a  r o u g h e d  l i f e  w h e n  g r o w i n g  u p .  I  w r o t e  t h a t  l a s t  b o o k  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s ,
e s p e c i a l l y  s p e c i a l  c h i l d r e n .  I  d o n ’ t  w a n t  t h e m  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  o f  w h a t  I  h a d  g o n e
t h r o u g h .
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Save The Dates

Note: Society Meetings are held in the County
Courthouse, 2nd Floor Courtroom until further notice!

2nd Saturdays - Jailhouse Museum Tours
9:00 AM - 3:-00 PM

Wilson County Jailhouse Museum

W C H S  T H E  J O U R N A L

August 15 - Membership Meeting
6:00 PM

"Railroad History of Wilson County" 
by John Reed

County Courthouse

September  7 - Floresville   Opry
Wilson County Expo Center

Doors Open at 5:00 PM

August  11, 12 - Paranormal Tours
Jailhouse Museum

August  26 - Paranormal Tours
Jailhouse Museum

September  19 - Membership Meeting
6:00 PM

"Wilson County Post Offices" 
by Sharon Meyer

County Courthouse



Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org

Have you
visited the

Wilson
County
Clerk's
Official

Records Site?

https://wilson.tx.publicsearch.us/
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Melchor Travieso's 1862 will is recorded in the Wilson County
Clerk's records. Within the will he leaves his large rancho to
his five minor children and states they will permit his wife
Guadalupe Garza to continue to occupy the ranch with a
caveat. What was the caveat?



M e s s a g e  f r o m  V i o l a  H e n k e
P r o d u c e r  o f  t h e  F l o r e s v i l l e  O p r y

T h e  J u l y  F l o r e s v i l l e  O p r y  h a d  a  r e c o r d  b r e a k i n g  a t t e n d a n c e  w i t h
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 0 0  a t t e n d e e s .  V i o l a  a n d  N e i l a  c a m e  u p  w i t h  a n  i d e a
t o  p r e p a r e  a  b a s k e t  o f  g o o d i e s  a n d  d o  a  $ 2 0  A r m  S t r e t c h  R a f f l e  a t
t h e  O p r y .  I t  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a  h i t  e a r n i n g  a r o u n d  $ 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  
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V e t e r a n s  p i c t u r e  b y  G l e n n  T o o t h m a n .  V e t e r a n s  a r e  r e c o g n i z e d  a t  t h e  F l o r e s v i l l e
O p r y  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a  y e a r .  

Carol Chitty staffing the dessert bar

Neila Hopkins and her "Arm Stretch Raffle"
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Thanks to all who purchased their brick. The
first 130 sold bricks are with the engraver and
will hopefully be installed soon. 

Your contribution will help us renovate the
historic Jailhouse. At the same time you'll be
leaving a legacy for generations to come.

Oh, you have not purchased yours yet?

You can purchase a 4x8 brick paver for $100
and you have three lines of 20 characters to
tell your generational grandchildren to come
that you were here and contributed to saving
this historic landmark. You can contact Neila
Hopkins or Viola Henke for purchase
information.  

W C H S  T H E  J O U R N A L

Annual Membership Expires Next Month
This year is flying by. September 30th is the expiration date for those of us
who have an annual membership in the Society. You do not have to wait
until September 30th to renew. Here's the link to the Membership page
where you can either fill out the membership application form online or
download the form to fill out and mail. 

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org/membership

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org/membership


T h e  W e s t e r n  S h i n d i g s  h o s t e d  b y  t h e  F l o r e s v i l l e  O p r y  w e r e  a b l e  t o
a w a r d  t h e  W C H S  J a i l h o u s e  M u s e u m  R e s t o r a t i o n  F u n d  o v e r  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 .
F l o r e s v i l l e  H E B  d o n a t e d  a n  i c e  c h e s t  w i t h  g r o c e r i e s  t o  o u r  c a u s e .  
 N e i l a  H o p k i n s  a n d  S a r a h  G e l l a  s p e a r  h e a d e d  a n o t h e r  a w e s o m e
f u n d r a i s e r ,  t h e  $ 2 0  A r m  S t r e t c h  R a f f l e  b r i n g i n g  i n  $ 1 , 0 6 4 . 0 0  f o r  t h e
J a i l h o u s e  M u s e u m  R e s t o r a t i o n s .

Silent Auction Guitar to be awarded at the
December Opry. Anyone wishing to place your
bid, call or text Viola #830-391-1062. Ruby
Manen is doing a fantastic job with the
monthly silent auction. It is our profitable
fundraiser as all items are donated. Members,
please continue with your donations. We need
to finish the Jailhouse Museum soon.
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Western Shindig

Thanks to all who volunteered. Your
contribution helped make this a
successful event. We cannot thank
you enough. 
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 Battle of Medina

Next week, on August 18th, it will be the 210th anniversary of the bloodiest battle in
Texas. Approximately 1,000 members of the rebellious Republican Army of the
North, led by General Jose de Toledo, either perished on the battle field or were
executed by Spanish army General Joaquin de Arredondo following their capture.
Several members of the Republican Army of the North lived or ranched on land that
now makes up Wilson County. 

Following the battle, General Arredondo commissioned two Spanish royalist, Jose
Antonio Saucedo and Luis Galan, to name the rebel insurgents and identify their
property for seizure. Here is the list of the named 96 insurgents (Bolded names are
those known to be associated with Wilson County-area ranches):

Acosta Domingo Diego, Acosta Pedro, Arocha Francisco, Arocha Tomas, Baume El
Frances, Belois Juan Diego, Benites Bernardo, Benitez Petra, Beramendi Fernando,
Beramendi Juan, Blanco Juan, Bocanegra Nepomuceno, Borrego Francisco, Carbajal
Jose Antonio, Carmona Francisco, Carmona Antonio, Casas Ygnacio, Castro Miguel,
Castro Antonio, Cervantes Marcelo, Cortes Juan, Cruz Remigio, Cuebas Jose,
Curbelo Jose, de Arocha Ramon, de la Cerda Francisco, de la Garza Ygnacio, de la
Garza Vicente, de la Garza Juana, de la O Gabriel, de Leyba Jose Gil, de los Santos
Gertrudis, del Rio Miguel, del Toro Joaquin, del Toro Jesus, Delgado Manuel,
Delgado Jose Manuel, Delgado Jose, Delgado Clemente, Delgado Antonio,
Dominguez Cayetano, Enriquez Juan Manuel, Estrada Feliz, Falcon Jesus, Farias
Francisco, Flores Miguel, Flores Pedro, Flores Valdez Jose, Galet El Frances, Gallardo
Luis, Hernandez Jose Andres, Hernandez Francisco, Hernandez Jose Antonio,
Hernandez Agustin, Hernandez Francisco, Laro Xavier, Leal Jose, Leal Joaquin, Leal
Jose, Leal Remigio, Longueville Pedro, Losoya Miguel, Losoya Domingo, Losoya
Ceferino, Losoya Lino, Martinez Juan, Martinez Francisco, Martinez Francisco,
Martinez Antonio, Martinez Pasqual, Martinez Juan Jose, Menchaca Luciano, Montes
Gertrudis, Navarro Juan, Pena Ygnacio, Pena Manuel, Perez Manuel, Perez Ambrosio,
Perez Joaquin, Ramirez Claudio, Ramos Lorenzo, Rechar, Rendon Manuel, Rodriguez
Francisco, Rodriguez Christoval, Rodriguez Juan Pablo, San Miguel Nepomuceno,
Sanchez Jose, Sanchez Manuel, Santos Josefa, Seguin Erasmo, Toscano Jose,
Travieso Vicente, Travieso Francisco, Urrutia Juan Antonio, Villegas Jose Antonio,
Ynojosa Josefa 

Source of Names Index: Tejano Genealogy, Palo Alto College, Libguide 

by Anthony Delgado


