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THE JOURNAL
The unofficial newsletter of Wilson County Historical Society

While Wilson County was formally
created in 1860, the history of the area
began much earlier and its beginnings
can be traced to the many historical
events of the surrounding area. One such
event occured over three centuries ago. 

On April 13 1709, an expedition led by
Franciscan fathers Antonio de San
Buenaventura y Olivares and Isidro Félix
de Espinosa reached the site of what is
now the city of San Antonio and named
the nearby springs San Pedro Springs. To
learn more about this expedition, see
TSHA’s Texas Day By Day entry for April
13th.
 

315 Years Ago
from TSHA’s Texas Day By Day

A P R I L ’ S  M E E T I N G

COUNTY CLERK QUERY

MARCELINAS BAPTIST
CHURCH - 150 YEARS

NEW MUSEUM EXHIBIT
HONORS COUNTY
VETERANS

https://www.tshaonline.org/texas-day-by-day
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April’s Meeting Program

Our April meeting, scheduled for 6:00 PM on April 16th at the Wilson
County Courthouse, will have Sergeant Major (SGM) (Retired) McGarity
sharing with us the history of the Buffalo Soldiers.

SGM McGarity is a San Antonio native, a 25-year Army veteran, and
former Deputy Commandant, TMI Corps of Cadets. SGM McGarity
served as President, Bexar County Buffalo Soldiers Association and
enjoys serving in his church where he’s been a member for 67 years and
currently serves as Church Trustee, Treasurer, and President of the
Usher Board #2. SGM McGarity spent over 25 years officiating both
basketball and football as a member of the San Antonio Officiating
Chapter. 

We look forward to seeing you there!
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D u d l e y  S t r a w s  w a s  b o r n  2 7  o r  2 8  F e b r u a r y  1 8 4 4 ,  i n  F r a n k l i n
C o u n t y ,  K e n t u c k y .  H i s  f a t h e r ’ s  n a m e  w a s  D u d l e y  S t r a w s  a n d  h i s
m o t h e r ’ s  m a i d e n  n a m e  w a s  C o l l i e r .  

H e  e n l i s t e d  i n  t h e  U .  S .  A r m y  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  a  p r i v a t e  i n  t h e  1 1 9 t h
U .  S .  C o l o r e d  I n f a n t r y  o n  2 3  M a y  1 8 6 5  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o
t h e  r e c o r d s  h e  w a s  2 2  y e a r s  o l d ,  s t o o d  5 ’  1 1 ” ,  a n d  w a s  o c c u p i e d  a s
a  f a r m e r .  T h e  r e c o r d s  a l s o  s t a t e  t h a t  h i s  o w n e r  w a s  D a v i d  S t o u t .  

T h e  S l a v e  S c h e d u l e  f o r  1 8 6 0  l i s t s  a  D a v i d  S t o u t  o f  F r a n k l i n  C o u n t y ,
K e n t u c k y  w i t h  s e v e n  s l a v e s .  O n e  o f  t h e  s l a v e s  w a s  1 6  y e a r s  o l d .
T h e  S l a v e  S c h e d u l e  f o r  1 8 5 0  l i s t s  a  D a v i d  S t o u t  o f  F r a n k l i n  C o u n t y ,
K e n t u c k y  w i t h  s e v e n  s l a v e s .  O n e  o f  t h e  s l a v e s  w a s  6  y e a r s  o l d .
T h e s e  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  D u d l e y .  I t  l o o k s  l i k e  D a v i d  S t o u t  s o l d  t w o
o f  h i s  s l a v e s  b e t w e e n  1 8 5 0  a n d  1 8 6 0  a n d  a n o t h e r  e n s l a v e d  c h i l d
w a s  b o r n  i n  1 8 5 1 .  T h e  S l a v e  S c h e d u l e  m i g h t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  M r .
D u d l e y  S t r a w s ,  S r .  w a s  b o r n  i n  1 8 1 3  a n d  M r s .  C o l l i e r  S t r a w s  w a s
b o r n  c a .  1 8 0 2 .

T h e  1 1 9 t h  C o l o r e d  I n f a n t r y  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  a t  C a m p  N e l s o n ,
K e n t u c k y ,  J a n u a r y  1 8 ,  t o  M a y  1 6 ,  1 8 6 5 .  I t  w a s  a t t a c h e d  t o  D e p t .  o f
K e n t u c k y  a n d  d u t y  a t  v a r i o u s  p o i n t s  i n  t h a t  S t a t e  u n t i l  A p r i l ,  1 8 6 6 .
T h e  g r o u p  m u s t e r e d  o u t  A p r i l  2 7 ,  1 8 6 6 .  

D u d l e y  S t r a w s ’  m i l i t a r y  r e c o r d s  r e p o r t  t h a t  h e  w a s  a l s o  i n  t h e  A  4 1
I n f a n t r y .  T h e  4 1 s t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o l o r e d  I n f a n t r y  w a s  a n  i n f a n t r y
r e g i m e n t  t h a t  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  U n i o n  A r m y  d u r i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C i v i l
W a r .  T h e  r e g i m e n t  w a s  c o m p o s e d  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  o f  A f r i c a n
A m e r i c a n  e n l i s t e d  m e n  a n d  c o m m a n d e d  b y  w h i t e  o f f i c e r s .  T h e
r e g i m e n t  w a s  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  C o l o r e d  T r o o p s  w h i c h
w a s  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  W a r  D e p a r t m e n t  o n  M a y  2 2 ,  1 8 6 3 .
T h e  r e g i m e n t  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  S i e g e  o f  P e t e r s b u r g  a n d  A p p o m a t t o x
C a m p a i g n  a n d  w a s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  s u r r e n d e r  o f
C o n f e d e r a t e  G e n e r a l  R o b e r t  E .  L e e  a n d  t h e  A r m y  o f  N o r t h e r n
V i r g i n i a  a t  A p p o m a t t o x  C o u r t  H o u s e  o n  A p r i l  9 ,  1 8 6 5 .  

Dudley Straws - Wilson County’s Buffalo Soldier
By Melinda Creech, PhD



H i s  r e c o r d s  a l s o  r e p o r t  t h a t  h e   a l s o  s e r v e d  i n  G  2 4  U .  S .  I n f a n t r y
u n t i l  1 5  J a n u a r y  1 8 7 0 ,  w h e n  h e  w a s  d i s c h a r g e d .  T h e  2 4 t h  U n i t e d
S t a t e s  C o l o r e d  I n f a n t r y  R e g i m e n t  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  a t  C a m p  W i l l i a m
P e n n  n e a r  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  b e g i n n i n g  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 8 6 5  f o r
t h r e e - y e a r  s e r v i c e  u n d e r  t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  C o l o n e l  O r l a n d o  B r o w n .
T h e  r e g i m e n t  m o v e d  t o  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  M a y  5 ,  a n d  s e r v e d  d u t y
a t  C a m p  C a s e y  u n t i l  J u n e  1 .  A t  P o i n t  L o o k o u t ,  M a r y l a n d ,   t h e y
g u a r d e d  p r i s o n e r s  u n t i l  J u l y  1 6 ,  a n d  t h e n  m o v e d  t o  R i c h m o n d ,
V i r g i n i a ,  a n d  s e r v e d  d u t y  i n  t h e  S u b - D i s t r i c t  o f  R o a n o k e ,
H e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  B u r k e s v i l l e ,  u n t i l  S e p t e m b e r .  A f t e r  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e
m o v e d  t o  R i c h m o n d ,  a n d  s e r v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  m u s t e r e d  o u t  o f
s e r v i c e  o n  O c t o b e r  1 ,  1 8 6 5 .  

I  t a l k e d  t o  a n  a r c h i v i s t  a t  t h e  B u f f a l o  S o l d i e r s  M u s e u m  i n  H o u s t o n
a n d  h e  i n f o r m e d  m e  t h a t  t h e  r e g i m e n t  t h a t  h e  w a s  i n  w a s  s e n t
f r o m  V i r g i n i a  t o  E d i n b u r g ,  T e x a s  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  b o r d e r .  A c c o r d i n g
t o  a  t h e s i s  w r i t t e n  b y .  W i l l i a m  E .  G o r h a m ,  “ B u f f a l o  S o l d i e r s :  T h e
F o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  T w e n t y - f o u r t h  I n f a n t r y  R e g i m e n t :  O c t o b e r  1 8 6 6 -
J u n e  1 8 7 1 , ”  D u d l e y  S t r a w s ,  a t t a c h e d  t o  C o m p a n y  G  o f  t h e  2 4 t h
r e g i m e n t ,  p r o b a b l y  c a m e  t o  T e x a s  b y  s h i p ,  l a n d e d  f i r s t  a t
G a l v e s t o n ,  t h e n  P o r t  I s a b e l .  T h e  c o m p a n y  p r o c e e d e d  u p  t h e  R i o
G r a n d e  t h r o u g h  F t .  D u n c a n ,  F t .  C l a r k ,  F t .  D a v i s ,  a n d  F t .  Q u i t m a n .
G o i n g  e a s t  t h e y  w e n t  t o  F t .  S t o c k t o n  a n d  e n d e d  a t  F t .  M c K a v e t t .
M o s t  o f  h i s  d u t y  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a t  F t .  M c K a v e t t .  S a n  A n t o n i o  w a s
t h e  c l o s e s t  t o w n ,  b u t  i t  w a s  1 8 0  m i l e s  a w a y .

D u d l e y  S t r a w s ’  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  e n d e d  o n  1 5  J a n u a r y  1 8 7 0 .  H e  w a s
m a r r i e d  t o  S a r a h  S t r a w ,  w h o  w a s  b o r n  i n  K e n t u c k y .

T h e  1 8 8 0  C e n s u s  h a s  D u d l e y  S t r a w s ’  n a m e  t r a n s c r i b e d  i n c o r r e c t l y
a s  “ S l o a n . ”  I n  1 8 8 0  h e  w a s  l i v i n g  i n  W i l s o n  C o u n t y ,  P r e c i n c t  3 ,  w i t h
h i s  w i f e  S a r a h  a n d  d a u g h t e r  P h o e b e  a n d  s o n  D a v i s  M .

D u d l e y  w a s  l i v i n g  i n  F l o r e s v i l l e  i n  1 9 0 0 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c e n s u s
t h a t  y e a r .  H e  i s  l i v i n g  w i t h  h i s  d a u g h t e r ,  F e b i e  H o u s t o n  a n d  h e r
h u s b a n d  P i n k n e y  H o u s t o n  a n d  c h i l d r e n :  W i l l i e  D u r a n t  ( 5 ) ,  J a m e s
D u r a n t  ( 2 ) ,  M o s b y  S t r a w  ( 2 0 ) ,  B i r d e s  S t r a w  ( 1 8 ) ,  E t h e l  S t r a w  ( 9 ) ,
a n d  M a r i e  D u r a n t  ( 3  m o s . )  i n  1 9 0 0 .  O n  1 9  J u n e  1 8 9 4 ,  P h o e b e   
m a r r i e d  W i l l i e  D u r a n .  
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I n  1 9 1 0  h e  w a s  l i v i n g  w i t h  h i s  d a u g h t e r  E t h e l  W r i g h t  ( 1 9 )  a n d
h e r  s o n  E l l w o o d  o n  t h e  F l o r e s v i l l e  a n d  S u t h e r l a n d  S p r i n g s
R o a d .  P h o e b e  a n d  h e r  d a u g h t e r  W i l l i e  a n d  s o n ,  J a m e s ,  a r e
l i v i n g  o n  A v e .  C .  i n  S a n  A n t o n i o .  P h o e b e  r e m a r r i e s  E r n e s t  H a l l
a n d  i s  l i v i n g  o n  C e n t r e  S t r e e t  i n  S a n  A n t o n i o  w i t h  h e r  n e p h e w ,
E l w o o d  W r i g h t .

D u d l e y  S t r a w s  d i e d  i n  F l o r e s v i l l e ,  T e x a s ,  1 8  A p r i l  1 9 1 2 ,  o f
d r o p s y ,  a n d  i s  b u r i e d  i n  C i t y  C e m e t e r y  # 2 .  H e  w a s  6 8  y e a r s ,  1
m o n t h s ,  a n d  1 9  d a y s  o l d  a n d  w a s  w i d o w e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s
d e a t h .  H i s  g r a v e  m a r k e r  r e a d s :  “ D u d l e y  S t r a w s  /  C o .  D .  /  1 0 0
U .  S .  C .  I .  ( U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o l o r e d  I n f a n t r y ) . ”

E t h e l  W r i g h t  d i e d  o n  1 6  A p r i l  1 9 1 8  i n  S a n  A n t o n i o .  H e r  d e a t h
c e r t i f i c a t e  l i s t s  S a r a h  W h i t a k e r ,  L o u i s v i l l e ,  K e n t u c k y ,  a s  h e r
m o t h e r .  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  g i v e n  b y  P h e o b i e  H a l l .  E t h e l  w a s
b u r i e d  i n  F l o r e s v i l l e ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  n o  r e c o r d  o f  h e r  b u r i a l .
P h o e b i e  H a l l  w a s  a l s o  b u r i e d  i n  F l o r e s v i l l e  w i t h  n o  r e c o r d  o f
h e r  b u r i a l .

D u d l e y ’ s  s o n ,  M o s b y  w a s  h i t  a n d  k i l l e d  b y  i n  a  c a r  a c c i d e n t  i n
1 9 3 6  i n  S a n  A n t o n i o .  H e  i s  b u r i e d  i n  F l o r e s v i l l e .
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A Cause for Celebration

Come out April 27th and help Pastor Moody and the Marcelinas
Baptist Church congregants celebrate their sesquicentennial. 
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 Floresville Opry Line-Up

Do not take your chances by waiting to purchase your tickets at
the door. Viola and her team have sold out the previous months
and this will likely continue. Reserve your seats now!
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MUSEUM EXHIBIT HONORS VETS

O n  A p r i l  1 3 t h ,  t h e  W i l s o n  C o u n t y  J a i l h o u s e  M u s e u m  o p e n s  a
n e w  e x h i b i t .  T h e  n e w  e x h i b i t  i s  a  s a l u t e  t o  t h e  m e n  a n d
w o m e n  i n  t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s  t h a t  a r e  f r o m  W i l s o n  C o u n t y .  W i t h
M e m o r i a l  D a y  c o m i n g  u p  i n  M a y   w e  w a n t  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h o s e
w e  l o s t  a n d  t h o s e  t h a t  c a m e  h o m e .  I t ’ s  a l s o  a  t i m e  t o  s a l u t e
t h o s e  t h a t  f o u g h t  f o r  o u r  f r e e d o m  s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  C i v i l  W a r
t h r o u g h  t o d a y .  L e t  u s  n o t  f o r g e t .

L o a n e d  A r t i f a c t s :
S u t h e r l a n d  S p r i n g s  H i s t o r i c a l  M u s e u m
F i n d e r ’ s  K e e p e r s
E d w a r d  a n d  W i l m a  S c h u l z e
C l a y  M a e c k e l
K e i t h  M u s c h a l e k
B e c c a  O p i e l a



Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org

Have you
visited the

Wilson
County
Clerk's
Official

Records Site?

https://wilson.tx.publicsearch.us/
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Which historical record among the County
Clerk’s Deeds have you found to be

interesting? Share your find by sending us an
email at info@wilsoncountyhistory.org


